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ADAM AND EVE. 




W^ 



OD made the world. It was 

not at first the beautiful place 

r that it is now. It was all 



T/ 



dark and shapeless, nor were 
there any living creatures in it. 
God made trees and grass, beasts, 
birds, and fishes afterwards ; together 
with the sun, and moon, and stars, to 
give light. Then He made a man 
and a woman, who were called Adam 
and Eve, and placed them in the gar- 
den of Eden, where they were to live. 
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God gave everything in this gar- 
den to Adam and Eve, except one 
tree, the fruit of which He told them 
they must not eat. If they did. He 
should punish them by causing them 
to die. 

But they were disobedient, and ate 
the fruit which God had forbidden. 
They were very unhappy as soon as 
they had done this ; for they knew 
they had done wrong. And when 
they heard the voice of the Lord God 
walking in the garden, they were so 
frightened that they tried to hide 
themselves from Him. But it was of 
no use ; no one can hide from God. 
He called them out, and drove them 
from the garden into the world out- 
side, to suffer and die. 

Then, when .they were gone, angels, 
with a flaming sword, were placed 
there, to guard the Tree of Life. 




THE DELUGE 

Many ■ years after the death of Adam 
and Eve, all the people in the world 
had become so ■wicked that God de- 
termined to destroy them all by a 
great flood. 

But among these wicked people 
there was one good man, called Noah ; 
and God would not destroy him with 
the wicked ones. So He told Noah 
to build a great ship, called an Ark, 
that would hold him and his family. 
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with numbers of beasts, and birds, 
and other living creatures. In this 
ark they might float along safely 
when the water covered the earth, 
and come out alive when it dried up 



again. 






So when they were shut in the 
ark God drowned the whole world, 
as He had said He would. 

When they had been shut in some 
months, Noah sent out a raven and a 
dove, in order to know whether the 
earth was again dry. The raven did 
not return to him ; but the dove 
c came back, because everything was 
■■ covered with water after the flood. 
; Then again he sent the dove out, and 
'- when it came back with an olive leaf 
in its beak, he knew the water was 
almost all gone. Afterwards (when | 
God told him), he came out of the 
ark on dry ground. 



i 




LOT FLEEING FROM SODOM. 

God again had to pimisli wicked 

people. The people of Sodom (that ; 

was a city of Aaia) were so dread- [ 

fully wicked, that God said He would ■ 
destroy them and their city by fire 

from heaven. But there was one ■ 

good man in the city, named Lot ; ; 

and in order that he and his wife j 

and children might not be burned i 

up with the wicked ones, God sent ■ 
two angels to tell them to get 
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out of Sodom as quickly as they 
could. 

Lot did not know they were angels, 
He thought they were two tired travel- 
lers ; so he asked them to come into 
his house and rest till morning. They 
did so ; and after they had eaten 
something, just like men, they told 
him that he must instantly get out of 
the city, because God was going to 
burn it up with fire from heaven. 

Lot was not very willing to leave 
his pleasant home. So the angels, to 
save him, took him by the hand and 
drew him out with his two daughters 
and his wife ; telling them they must 
not even look behind them as they 
hurried along. Lot and his daughters 
did as they were commanded ; but his 
wife did not heed the angels, and, look- 
ing back, she was turned into a pillar 
of salt. 




JOSEPH CAST INTO THE PIT. 

There was a great man in the Eastern 
part of the world, spoken of in the 
Bible, whose name was Jacob. God 
had made him very rich with cattle 
and flocks of sheep. He had also 
twelve sons. Of these twelve sons he 
most loved the youngest butone, whose 
name was Joseph. He loved him 
more than he loved hia other sons, be- 
cause Joseph was bo!m when he was 
an old man ; so he made him his pet 
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and favourite. Joseph's elder brothers 
were grown-up men, yet they were 
very much displeased that their father 
made a favourite of his young son 
Joseph. They were displeased with 
their father; and they were wicked 
enough to hate their young brother 
because he was their father's fa- 
vourite. 

It is a terrible thing to hate any 
one, especially one's own brother. 
These wicked elder ones began by 
quarrelling with Joseph ; and before 
long they tried to kill him. Their 
father sent him with a message to 
them, and they laid hold of the lad, 
and were just going to kill him, when 
one of them said, " Let us throw him 
into this pit ; " for he meant to take 
him out when the rest were gone. 
So they threw the poor lad into 
the pit. 




lOSEPN SOLD TO TIE ISHHAElinS. 

When they had done this cruel thing, 

Joseph's brothers sat down to get 

something to eat. 
i While they were eating, they saw 

some men coming along, with a num- 
J her of camels, carrying great loads of 
] spice, and other precious things ; for 

they were merchants. Then one of 
; them said to the others, " Let us sell 
i cur brother to these men for a slave, 

instead of killing him." They were 
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very well pleased with this. So they 
took him up out of the pit, and sold 
him to the men for twenty pieces of 
money ; and Joseph was taken by them 
to a distant country, called Egypt. 

Now the one who had intended to 
take Joseph out of the pit, and bring 
him home to his father, was not there 
when the rest sold the poor boy for a 
slave. But when he did come, and 
found that he was gone, he was in 
great trouble about it, not knowing 
what to do. 

But the others took Joseph's coat, 
and having killed a goat, dipped it 
in the blood of the animal, and then 
sent it to their father, to make him 
believe that Joseph was killed. 

When their father saw the coat, he 
was very, very sorry ; for he thought 
that some wild beast had torn Joseph 
in pieces. 




MEETIlia OF iDSEPH WITH HIE HTIER. 

It waa very sad for Joseph to be sold 
for a slave by his own brothers. But 
God took care of him ; and when he 
was carried away to Egypt, He caused 
his master to trust in him, and favour 
him, 

Joseph knew that the eyes of the 
Lord are in every place, beholding the 
evil and the good, and he was always 
careful to do what was right, though 
that sometimes brought him into 
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I j trouble. But God blessed him, so 
} li that at last he rose to be governor 
i i; over the whole land of Egypt — ^next 
I : . to the king himself, 
c Years after Joseph became ruler 

I , over Egypt, food was so scarce in his 
own country, Canaan, that his brothers 
came to Egjrpt to buy it, to saye them 
; all fron> famishing. But how were 
they surprised when they found that 
; the greatest man in Egypt, next to' 
the king himself, was their own 
brother Joseph, whom they had sold 
''• for a slave 1 

Joseph was very kind to his brothers, 
who were now heartily sorry for their 
i cruelty to him. And he sent for his 
^ father to come and live with him in 
Egypt He went in his chariot to 
meet his father ; and when he saw him, 
he threw his arms round his neck and 



fi 



'] 



wept for joy. 
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MOSES IN THE BULRUSHES. 

The people of Israel — those were the 
descendants of Joseph's father Jacob, 
■whose name God Himself changed 
to that of Israel — were at first very 
kindly treated in Egypt, when they 
went to live there. But Joseph died, 
and soon people forgot how very 
much he had done for that countj-y. 
Then they began to use the Israelites • 
very badly indeed. Among other 
Ijruel things that they did was this ; 
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they made a law that all the boy- 
children of the Israehtes should be 
drowned in a river as soon as they 
were born. 

There was one of that people whose 
little boy was hidden by his mother 
for three whole months, that the 
Egyptians might not kill him. Then 
she could hide him no longer. So 
she made a little basket of bulrushes, 
put her baby snugly into it, and left 
it on the river's brink. 

The king's daughter presently came 
that way. Seeing the basket, she sent 
her maid to fetch it, and had it opened, 
and was so sorry for the poor httle 
weeping baby inside that she brought 
him up herself. And the httle child 
became one of the greatest, wisest, 
and best men that ever hved. She 
called him Moses, for that means, 
taken out of the water. 




MOSES STRIKING THE ROCK 

When the Israelites could no longer 
beartheir cruel treatment in Egypt, 
God bade Moses take tbem away to 
another land, which they were to have 
all to themselves. The king tried to 
prevent Mosea taking them away; 
but God punished him and his people 
most severely for this, and then he let 
them go. 

There was a vast number of them 
— men, women, and children, with 
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their cattle. And when, in the course 
of their journey to the land God had 
promised to give them, they got into 
wild, desert places, they were fright- 
ened, and wished themselves back 
again. They thought they should die 
of hunger ; and then God sent them 
food from heaven itself Tt was called 
manna, and tasted very sweet. But 
they soon got tired of it, and wanted 
something else. Then God gave them 
great numbers of birds. But though 
He gave them what they wanted, He 
was at the same time very angry with 
them, so that they had no enjoyment 
of' it. Not long afterwards they 
wanted water. And Moses prayed 
to God; for he did not know what 
to do. And God told him to strike 
a certain rock in Horeb with his Staff; 
and when he did so, water gushed out 
in abundance. 




CITIES OF REFUGE. 

A REFUQE is a place to be eafe in. 

When the IsraeUtes were travel- 
ling to the country God had promised 
to give them, God told Moses a 
great many things that He would 
have them do when they got there. 
These were things to make them live 
happily and comfortably in their new 
country. 

One of the things that God would 
have them do, was to fix upon six 
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cities, in various parts of tlie country, 
to which any one who had killed a 
man by accident might run, and be 
safe jfrom punishment. As long as 
he stayed in the City of Refuge no 
one could harm him for what he had 
done, if it was really an accident that 
he could not help. Indeed, even if it 
was owing to something very careless 
that he had done, such as throwing 
a stone without looking whether it 
might hurt somebody, he was still to 
be safe there. But if, after he had 
run there for his life, it was found 
out that he had killed any one on 
purpose, then he was to be sent away 
and put to death. God Himself said 
that such people ought not to be al- 
lowed to live. In His own Book we 
read, " Whoso sheddeth man's blood, 
by man shall his blood be shed : for in 
the image of God made He man." 




SAMSON. 

Some men are so strong that they 
can bend kitchen pokers, and roll 
up pewter plates like sheeta of 
paper I 

But there was once a man who 
did much more wonderful things 
than these. He was the strongest 
man that ever lived. His name was 
Samson, He lived about three thou- 
sand years ago, and was one of the 
rulers of the Israelites, when they 
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were in the land that God gave them 
after they left Egypt. 

One day Samson was going along, 
and a young Uon rushed out upon him. 
lie had no weapon of any kind, not 
I ven a stick. So he seized the lion 
with his two hands, and tore it in 
pieces I Another time, when he was 
shut up by his enemies, he pulled 
down the big, heavy gates of the city, 
put them on his back, and walked 
away with them ! At last his enemies 
got hold of him, blinded him, and shut 
him up in prison. But one day, 
thinking he could now do them no 
harm, they brought him out to laugh 
at him. Then Samson, laying hold 
of two thick pillars that kept the 
house up, where great numbers of 
them were assembled, pulled it down, 
and killed both himself and every- 
body in it. 




BOAZ AND RUTH. 

_ Among the people of Israel, when they 
■were settled in the promised land, was 
a man named Boaz. He was very 
rich ; for God had given him cattle 
and corn-fields in abundance. He was 
a good, kind man, too. 

One day, in the time of harvest, a 
poor young woman went into his field 
to pick up the stalks of com and bar- 
ley that the reapers left as they went 
along. As she was gleaning, Boaz 
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came into the field, and asked who she 
was. When he had heard that she 
was a good woman, he spoke kindly 
to her, and not only gave her leave to 
glean in his field as long as she hked, 
but told'her that when she was hungry 
she might go and get her dinner with 
his own reapers. 

When she got home, she had such 
a quantity of barley that her mother- 
in-law, with whom she lived, asked 
her where she had been gleaning. She 
said, in the field of Boaz. Then her 
mother-in-law told Ruth that this kind 
man was a near relation of hers. 
After some time, Boaz became kinder 
to her than ever. At last he married 
her, and King David, who wrote so 
many psalms, was her great-grand- 
son. — The place where they lived was 
called Beth-lehem. Here, long after- 
wards, the Lord Jesus was born. 




SAMUEL AND ELI. 

There was in the land of Israel a 
very good old man, whose name was 
Eli. He was the chief priest of God's 
Tabernacle ; and he had with him a 
little boy of the name of Samuel, 
whose mother had brought him there 
that he might help in the worship of 
God. 

She had not left him with the 
priest because she did not love him, 
for she loved him dearly. She and 
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liis father came to see Samuel once a 
year; and then she brought him a 
little coat which she had made for him 
herself. 

One night when Samuel was asleep 
he was waked by some one^calling, 
*' Samuel, Samuel." So he jumped 
up and went to Eli, thinking it was 
he. But EU said he had not called 
him ; and he bade him go and lie 
down again. He went back to bed, 
but again a voice called, ^^ Samuel, 
Samuel ; " and he ran to Eli and 
told him he must have called. , But 
Eli had not called him ; it was God 
Himself speaking to this little child. 
When Samuel found this out, he lis- 
tened very reverently ; and God sent 
him with a sad message to Eli about 
his sons, who were very bad men, and 
whom he ought t6 have chastised for 
their wickedness. 




DAVID AS A SHEPHERD 

King David, who wrote so many 

paalms, and was a very great king, 
was once a shepherd-boy. 

He was the youngest child in his 
father's family, and a very beautiful 
boy, fair and rosy. His brothers 
were all grown - 'ip men, and as 
there was war going on, they were 
away fighting, while David kept 
his father's sheep. If a sheep tried 
to run away, he caught it with 
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his long, hooked stick, so as not to 
hurt it. 

Keeping sheep was not such quiet 
work in the country where David 
lived, thousands of miles from here, 
as it is in our country. Wild beasts 
were there, and they often seized the 
sheep, killed them, and ate them up. 
One day, both a lion and a bear pounced 
on David's sheep, and one of them 
carried off a lamb in his mouth. But 
David, who was a brave youth, fol- 
lowed them and took the lamb away. 
Then the beast flew at him ; but he 
boldly laid hold of it by its beard, and 
killed it. The other then attacked 
him ; and be killed it too. But David 
did not boast of what he had done, as 
some young people do. He knew 
that it was God Himself who had 
made him able to do such a wonderful 
thing. 




ELIJAH FED BY RAVENS. 

There was a great prophet among the 
people of Israel called Elijah, who 
was very ill treated by a wicked king. 
This king hated Elijah, because he 
told him and his people how angry 
God was with their ill doings. He 
ought to have been glad of it; be- 
cause when God tells us we are 
doing wrong, it is in order to make 
us not do so any more. It is just 
because God is so good, and love us 
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SO much, that He cannot bear us to 
do wrong, and that He commands us 
to cease to do evil and learn to do 
well. 

But this king hated Elijah for try- 
ing to make him good. So, lest he 
should do EUjah any harm, God told 
the prophet to go and hide himself 
in a certain country-place, where a 
brook would serve him for water to 
drink, and He would cause birds to 
bring him food. So Elijah went and 
lived by the brook-side, and drank of 
it when he was thirsty. And ravens 
brought him bread and meat in their 
great bills every morning and evening. 
Elijah was never short of food all 
the time he hved there by himself, 
though he had nothing ready before- 
hand. When he was hungry, then 
God sent the ravens with something 
for him to eat. 




Elll» RAISIKB THE WIDOW'S SON. 

After a time the water of the brook 
dried up, and then Elijah was obliged 
to go away ; for he could not Uve 
without water to drink. God now 
told him to go to the house of a poor 
widow, and hve there. So he went ; 
and when he got to the place he saw 
a poor woman picking up sticks. He 
asked her to bring him a bit of bread. 
The poor woman told him she had 
none; she had nothing bat a.httle 
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flour, which she was going to bake for 
herself and her boy, and then they 
must both die, for they had nothing 
more to eat. Yet when he aaked her 
again for bread, she brought him a 
little ; and God rewarded her kindness 
by making her flour last, day after 
day, till she got plenty more. This 
was 'very wonderful indeed ; but, you 
know, there, is nothing too hard for 
God. The Lord Jesus says, "With 
God all things are possible." 

While Elijah lived with this good 
woman, her httle boy died; and Elijah 
was so grieved for her, that he took 
the boy's dead body, carried it into his 
room, and when he had laid it on his 
own bed, he prayed to God to bring 
him to hfe again. And God heard 
the prayer of his servant, and caused 
the soul of the child to come into him 
again ; — ^then they were all very glad. 




DANIEL IN THE LIONS' DEN. 

There was once a very good man, 
named Daniel When he was a little 
boy he was taken away from his own 
country to a strange one, and brought 
up by the king of that place. The 
king treated him very kindly; and 
when Daniel was grown up, he set 
him to- govern a great part of the 
kingdom for him. 

A long time after, there was a new 
king, named Darius, who also loved 
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Daniel ; but some wicked men there 
hated him, and tried to kill him. So 
— as he prayed to God every day — 
they got a law made, that any one 
who prayed (for thirty days) should 
be cast into a den of lions 1 

Daniel knew that they had done 
this on purpose to kill him. Yet he 
prayed every day just the same as 
before. For he knew that he ought 
to obey God rather than man ; and 
he loved God, and feared to offend 
Him. So he was thrown into the 
den among the lions. But the king 
was so miserable all night afterwards, 
that he came very early next morning, 
and called to Daniel, to know whether 
the lions had killed him or not. To 
his great joy, Daniel answered him 
from the den, that God had not 
allowed the lions to hurt him ; and Jie 
was then taken out safe and sound. 



imUf^ 




One niglit, a loDg, long time ago, and 
in another part of the world, some 
shepherds were taking care of their 
sheep out in the fields. Their day's 
work was done, but they were not 
asleep, though everything was still, 
and quiet, and dark. All at once, in 
the darkness, they saw a great hght in 
the sky, and a glorious being in the 
midst of it, whom they knew to be one 
of God's angels. They were frightened 
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when they saw him. But the angel 
told them not to be afraid, for he had 
brought them good news : and that 
was, that the Lord Jesus Christ, our 
blessed Saviour, was just then bom 
in Bethlehem, near at hand; and if 
they would go there they should see 
Him. "When the angel had said this, 
a great number of other angels joined 
him. And with the "glory of the 
Lord" shining brightly all around, 
they sang joyfully together, praising 
God for His great goodness in sending 
His beloved Son into the world to die 
for us, that He might save us from our 
sins. Then they went back again into 
heaven. 

"When they were gone, the shep- 
herds went to Bethlehem, and foimd 
the Heavenly Child, laid in a manger ; 
for the inn was so full, that there was 
no room for his mother there. 




THE ADORATION. 

The shepherds told eYerybody the 
good news that Jesus Christ was bom 
at last. For God had promised to 
send His Son, and people had for a 
long time hoped that He would come, 
because He was to make them good 
and happy. Then they went back 
again to their sheep. 

Afterwards, some very great and 
wise men came to Jerusalem from 
another country, a long way off, to ask 
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if any one could tell them where Jesus 
Christ was born. For they had seen 
a strange star in the sky, in their own 
country, where people believed that 
when He .was born they should see 
some such star. Then King Herod, 
who was at Jerusalem, got all the chief 
priests and scribes together, and asked 
them if they could tell him where 
Christ was born. And they told him, 
at Bethlehem. So he sent those wise 
men to Bethlehem ; and the star that 
they had seen at home shone out again 
in the sky, and moved on and on, until 
it stopped just over the house where 
Christ was. Then they went in, and 
foimd the young child with Mary, his 
mother. "When they saw Him, they 
knelt before Him to do Him honour ; 
and they gave Him rich presents of 
gold and other things, as they would 
have done to a king. 




CHRIST DISPUTIKB mTH TK DDETORS, 

After those great men from a far 
country had gone home, God told 
Joseph, who was Mary's huaband, 
that he must take the young child 
and his mother away from Bethlehem, 
because King Herod wanted to kill 
Him. So in the night he took them 
away to Egypt. 

It was well he did so ; for King 
Herod sent his soldiers and killed all 
the little children in Bethlehem and 



44 CHRIST DIsi>UTING WITH THE DOCTORS. 

around it, in order to make sure that 
he had killed Jesus. But he was safe 
in Egypt. 

When Jesus was twelve years old, 
Joseph and His mother took Him to 
Jerusalem with them, where they 
went to worship God. When they 
went home again. He stayed behind ; 
but they did not know it for a whole 
day, — ^for they thought He was with 
some of their friends who were going 
home too. When they found that 
He was not there, they were very 
much frightened, and went back to 
Jerusalem to look for Him. After 
three days they found Him in the 
Temple, talking with very learned 
men called doctors — that is, teachers 
— ^who wondered that He was wiser 
than themselves. Jesus then went 
home, and was "subject" to his parents 
— Si lovely example this to children I 




THE HIRieUtDDS DRIUSNT OF FISHES. 

When our Lord was grown up to be 
a man, He went about teaching the 
people, and doing roany wonderful 
things that only God could do. The 
people were very glad to be taught by 
Him; and one day so many came to hear 
. Him, that, as it was at the sea-side, 
He got into a fishing-boat, and taught 
them while they stood on the shore. 

When He had done, He told the 
fisherman to sail out into deep water. 
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and let down his net to catch fish. 
The fisherman said they had been fish- 
ing all night and had caught nothing, ' 
but that as Christ had told him to let 
down his net, he would do so. 

Then he. and the person who was 
with him got out their net, and let 
it down into the water, Over the 
boat's side. They had not to wait 
long ; for very soon their net got so fiill, 
that, as they tried to draw it up, it 
began to break. So they called to 
the fishermen in another boat, and 
between them they got the net safely 
up. It was all glistening with fish ; 
and they took them out in such num- 
bers that their boats nearly sank with 
the weight 

The fishermen wondered greatly at 
the power of Jesus; but you know 
Jesus can do all things, for He is God 
as well as Man. 




CHRIST AND nC ROHIN Of SJUUItlt. 

One day our Lord waa so tired, and 
hungry too, with travelling about, 
that He sat down by the road-side to 
rest, while those with Him went into 
a city called Sychar, to buy some- 
thing to eat There was a well there, 
and He sat down by it. 

"While He sat there, a woman came 
from the city to draw water ; and He 
asked her to let Him drink. The 
woman was very much surprised, be- 
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cause our Lord was of the nation of 
the Jews ; and the Jews and her own 
people, who were called Samaritans, 
hated each other so bitterly that they 
would almost rather have died than 
taken even a drop of water from each 
other. 

Then He began to speak to her of 
God ; and to tell her also about Him- 
self — ^how He was able to make people 
good and happy, and contented in 
their minds ; just as people who are 
nearly dying of thirst feel contented 
and happy when they have had a 
great draught of fresh cold water, 
newly brought up from a spring. 
And as He talked to her, the woman 
began to think that He was a prophet ; 
but He told her that He was indeed 
the Christ, the Saviour of the world, 
whom she and her countrymen had 
been expecting. 




THE QOOD SAMARITAN. 

Odr Lord was grieved that the Jews 
and Samaritans hated each other. It 
was very wrong — very sinful ; and in 
order to teach them that they should 
be kind one to another, He told them 
how one day a man was travelling in 
a lonely place, when robbers set upon 
him, robbed him, and nearly killed 
him. Then they ran away, and left 
him to die. 
The poor man lay there, and for 
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some time no one took any notice of 
him. At last one who was a Samari- 
tan came that way, and seeing the poor 
fellow lying there, jumped off the ass 
that he was riding, went to him, and 
bandaged up his wounds. He then 
raised him gently from the ground, 
and set him on his own ass, whUe he 
himself walked by the side of it to 
hold him up. He brought him to an 
inn, and took care of him all night. 
In the morning he was obliged to go 
away on his own journey. But before 
he set out he gave the landlord of the 
inn some money, and told him to take 
good care of the wounded man, imtil 
he was well enough to go home. 

And Christ said that was the way 
in which people all over the world 
ought to treat each other — ^that instead 
of hating, we should love one another, 
even as we love ourselves. 




THE PIUISEE MD TIE PDBLICAII. 

In the time of our Lord there were 
some Jews who thought themselves 
wiser and better than anybody else. 
And instead of this making them 
kind and patient towards those who 
were not so wise as themselves, 
or so good, it made them proud 
and haughty. These Jews were 
called Pharisees. There were others 
called Pubhcans — that is, tax- 
gatherers; and these, all the Jews, 



52 THE PHARISEE AND THE PUBLICAN. 

Pharisees or not, hated and de- 
spised. 

Our Lord was grieved with the 
Pharisees, and in order to show them 
how wrong it was to think so much 
better of themselves than they had 
any right to do. He told them that 
two men, a Pharisee and a Publican, 
went into the Temple to pray. The 
Pharisee stood there, and instead of 
asking God to pardon all his wrong 
doings, just thanked Him that he was 
so much better than other men, espe- 
cially than the Publican ; and he told 
God how many good things he did. 
The Publican, bowing himself down, 
humbly prayed, "God be merciful to 
me, a sinner." And God forgave him, 
because he humbly confessed his sins. 
But the Pharisee went home unfor- 
given. He confessed no sin — sought no 
pardon — ^therefore got no blessing. 




CHRIST BUSSINB limE CHILDREN. 

CuRisT loves little children. Indeed 
He loves all His people. He died to 
save them from their sins; that is, 
that they might be forgiven and made 
good here, and then live for ever with 
Himself in heaven. But when He 
was upon earth, though people knew 
how good and loving He was to every 
one, some thought He would not care 
about little children. So one day 
when some women brought their 
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little cliildren to Him, hoping that 
'He would give them His blessing, 
His friends who were with Him bade 
them take the children away, and not 
trouble Him. They told the women 
that they ought not to have brought 
them. 

But when Jesus knew that. He was 
much displeased, and said unto His 
disciples, "Suffer the Httle children 
to come unto me, and forbid them 
not: for of such is the kingdom of 
God." Then He took them up in 
His arms, laid His hands gently on 
them, and blessed them. 

Oh, happy little children, to be 
blessed by the loving Redeemer Him- 
self I But children may even now-a- 
days be blessed by Christ, — ^though 
, they cannot see Him, — if, by the help 
of His Spirit, they give themselves to 
Him, and try to follow His example. 




THE QOOO SHEPHERD. 

The Good Shepherd is our Lord Jesus 
Christ. A good shepherd is tender to 
his sheep. He leads them to the best 
pasture that he can find, and keeps 
them safe and quiet in it He will 
not let any one hurt them. And if 
there is a poor, little, weak lamb, 
that can scarcely stand on its tremb- 
ling limbs, he will take it up and carry 
it gently. 

Christ's sheep and lambs are grown- 
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up people and little children, whom 
He came into this world to seek and 
to save. And He will never leave 
them, but will gently and tenderly- 
lead them all the way to heaven ; for 
we are not to live here always. There 
are many hard things in the way to 
heaven. Sometimes our fathers and 
mothers die and leave us ; and it is 
very sad for little children to have no 
father or mother to comfort them. 
Sometimes people have not food or 
clothes enough ; that is very hard to 
bear. But the worst things of all in 
the way to heaven are our own bad tem- 
pers, our wicked hearts ; for God will 
not allow those in heaven. But Christ 
will comfort us if we are in trouble ; 
and He will cure our bad tempers. He 
will give us new and holy hearts if we 
ask Him ; and so bring His sheep and 
His lambs safely home to heaven. 




CHRIST AND ZACCHEUS. 

There was a man named Zaccheus, 
who had heard of the wonderful doings 
of Christ ; and he was very anxious 
to see Him. But Zaccheus was a 
little man, and could not see our Lord 
for the crowd about Him ; they quite 
hid Him, as he tried to get a glimpse 
of Him. So he ran on before them, 
and climbed a tree, from which he 
could see Christ quite plainly as He 
came along. But only think of his 
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surprise and joy, when, as our Lord 
came to where he was in the tree. 
He stopped, and looked up, and said, 
" Zaccheus, make haste and come 
down ; for to-day I must abide at thy 
house." Zaccheus did indeed come 
down quickly then, and took our Lord 
home with him to his house. 

Some of the Jews complained of this, 
and said that Christ ought not to have 
gone to the house of such a man, — ^that 
Zaccheus was not good enough. Then 
Zaccheus, who was grieved at them, 
said that he always tried to be good, 
and that if he did wrong to any one, 
he made amends for it. And Christ, 
who was God as well as man, knew 
that this was really the case, and com- 
forted him, and blessed him ; so that 
Zaccheus had no need to care what 
unkind things the Jews said about 
him. 




CHRIST WnPlHG OVER lEROSIlEll, 

OuB Lord for three whole years 
taught the Jews, and did many won- 
derful works among them. He cured 
those who were ill by simply telling 
them to rise up welL He made blind 
people see, lame people walk and run 
as if nothing had ever been the matter 
with them ; and He even brought 
dead people to life again. All these 
things were done that He might make 
them understand that He was indeed 
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the Saviour whom God had promised 
in His Holy Book, and whom they 
themselves had expected so long. 

Many did beheve Him, and some 
even left everything they had in the 
world, that they might be always with 
Him. But many did not believe Him ; 
and, what was still worse, they hated 
Him, and tried to do Him all the 
harm they could. He had long 
patience with them, but at last He 
knew it was of no use to do anything 
more for them, and it grieved Him at 
His very heart. And when on one 
occasion he beheld the city of Jeru- 
salem from the Mount of Olives, He 
wept to think that it must be all 
destroyed, and its beautiful Temple 
burned with fire, and thousands of its 
people put to death by their enemies, 
because they would not have Him for 
their Lord and Saviour. 




PETER II THE PHtCE OF TNI HIBI PRIEST. 

At length tlieae wicked people laid 
hold of Christ, and draped Him 
roughly before the high-priest, pre- 
tending that He had done something 
very much amiss. It was a shame- 
ful untruth. He had never done any- 
thing but what was good ; and even 
the governor of the place, whose 
name waa Pilate, saw that it was all 
hatred of Him, and tried to per- 
suade them to let Him go. But 
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they would not. They were resolved 
to put Him to death, and they fiight- 
ened Pilate into condemning Him. 
This was a terrible sin of Pilate, to 
condemn to death one whom he knew to 
be innocent. It was a very cowardly 
act too. 

Even our Lord's own friends ran 
away, when He was taken before the 
high-priest, lest they should get into 
trouble through being known to be 
His friends. Peter and another after- 
wards ventured to follow Him to the 
palace ; and as Peter waited in the 
outer hall, first one and then another 
said that he was one of our Lord's 
friends. But he was so terrified, that 
he told a lie, over and over again, say- 
ing that he knew nothing about Him. 
Just then Christ looked at him. And 
he went out and wept bitterly for sor- 
row and shame. 




THE CRUCIFIXION. 

They put the blessed Jesus to death 
BO cruelly one can scarcely bear to 
think of it. They actually nailed 
Him to a cross, and left Him there 
to die. 

They crucified two thieveswith Him, 
in order to put Him, as they thought, 
to more shame. But one of them 
prayed to our Lord to have mercy up- 
on him, and Christ told him he should 
that day be with Him in heaven. 
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His mother stood there weeping. 
She could do nothing for her beloved 
son. But He looked down tenderly 
upon hbr^and bade one of his friends, 
who also stood lamenting Ihere, be a 
s3n to h^^in His place. Then He 
die4, and a great earthquake tore the 
rocks in pieces, so that even those 
who had crucified Him ^d, " T^y 
this was the- Son of God/' 
, When He was dead they buried . 
Him. But as He had always done 
good, and ^ had never done or said or 
thought any evil, and had died for our 
sins, God raised .Him again from the 
dead.. And after many had seen Him, 
. who knew that He -was indeed their 
Loipd who had been put to' death, He 
Went up into heaven, througl^the blue 
sky, and they saw Him no more. 
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